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AzTA Speakers and Panelists
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Oceanside

Commuter Rail Systems in the USA
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Trinity Railway Express - DFW

Source:  Trinity Railway Express
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Los Angeles Metrolink
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New Mexico Rail Runner  HDR/Kevin Collins
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New Mexico Rail Runner



PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION DIVISION

UTA FrontRunner
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UTA 
FrontRunner
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RTD Denver
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Comparison of Rail Modes

• Light Rail

• Heavy Rail

• Commuter Rail

• Regional Rail

• Intercity Rail
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Comparison: Commuter Rail    Light Rail
• Power
• Right of Way

• Car Capacity
• Psgrs./Hour
• Avg. Speed
• Top Speed
• Cost/Mile
• Stations

• Diesel locomotive
• Existing freight 

railroad tracks 
• 80 – 130 psgrs.
• 6 – 15 K
• 45 mph
• 79 mph
• $6 - $15 M
• Every 3 to 7 

miles

• Electric overhead
• Track in dedi-

cated lane
• 150 psgrs.
• 12 – 20 K
• 22 mph
• 50 mph
• $50 – $60 M
• Every ½ mile to 1 

mile
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Light Rail

Source: Valley Metro
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Heavy Rail
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Commuter Rail
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Regional Rail
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Intercity Rail
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